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NCPTA Gold Star Rewards 2010

The NCPTA Gold Star Rewards recognize the achievements of PTAs and other home school associations and reward good practice.

A total of eight £1,000 cash rewards will be made, two in each of the following four categories:

· PTA Fundraising Achievement

· Changing the Life of the School

· Achievement in Parental Involvement

· Working with Your Local Community

The finalists in each category have been invited to attend a presentation ceremony on Wednesday 23rd June, being held at the Churchill War Rooms in central London, where the winners will be announced.   

Working with Your Local Community

This category aims to recognise PTAs and other home-school groups that have undertaken a project aimed at specifically engaging the school and its parents with the wider, local community. The judges also look for projects that facilitate cohesion between the school, local businesses, residents and other local community groups. The finalists this year are:
Avon Valley College, Parent, Teacher and Community Association, Durrington, Wiltshire

Community Talent Show 

‘A community at the Heart of the Community’ is the college motto, so the Parent, Teacher and Community Association (PTCA) tries to uphold this ethos by involving the local community in their activities, wherever possible. Avon Valley College has an outstanding reputation for performing arts throughout Wiltshire regularly staging drama productions and dance and music festivals. The PTCA decided to build on this abundance of student talent by running a talent show not just for the students but for budding acts from the local community too. Once the date and the venue, Durrington Village Hall were confirmed, the PTCA began advertising the event in earnest.  Many performers of all ages and abilities auditioned including singers, dancers, bands and even a comedian, with successful entrants invited back for the live performance. Approximately 40 people were involved in the event planning and delivery including 9 PTCA committee members, 7 members of the college staff, 2 Governors, 8 parents from a range of year groups and 10 representatives from the local business community. The event was hosted by a presenter from the local radio station.  On the evening there were 18 acts, performing to an audience in excess of 200 people.

Friends of Grove Infant School, Portland, Dorset

Big Grove Summer Festival

In just three years, the Big Grove Summer Festival has evolved from a small school summer fair to a large scale community event. The annual activity is now managed by a specially formed Festival Committee which includes parents and staff from Grove Infant School working alongside community representatives, including the Governor and staff of the neighbouring Youth Offenders Institute (YOI).  (The YOI had previously run a large community event and were happy to share their wealth of expertise with the new Festival Committee).  The Big Grove Summer Festival 2009 was a hugely successful event which enabled the school to further establish itself at the heart of the community. It involved children, parents, governors and staff from the school, local community groups, businesses, organisations, local musicians providing 12 hours of live music on two stages, dancers and football teams and, of course, local residents who despite the awful weather turned out to provide their support. The funds raised as a result of the 2009 event were split between Grove Infant School, a new local majorette company, the St John’s Ambulance and the Portland Families Active Voice group. Local, smaller charities and voluntary groups benefitted too, as they were able to fundraise by having their own stall at the Festival. 

Heolddu Community Partnership, Heolddu Comprehensive School, Bargoed, Mid Glamorgan

Establishing Heolddu Community Partnership 

In September 2006, a new Headteacher, joined the school bringing with him a number of new initiatives, one of which was to set up a new home-school group which would be more encompassing that a traditional PTA. Following an exploratory meeting the Heolddu Community Partnership (HCP) was formed which consisted of representatives from not only the school staff and parent body but the local community too. With a remit to raise the school’s community profile and to develop stronger links with the local area, HCP embarked on a series of events and activities including fundraisers such as fashion shows and fairs. Meetings are held at least every half-term and the number of people attending has grown significantly. HCP forums provide participants with the opportunity to understand pertinent school related topics such as transition arrangements and to hear from guest speakers too.

Wheldon School and Sports College, Parent, Teacher and Friends Association, Carlton, Nottingham

Goldengrove Event

The initial concept started way back in 1975, when a small group of students visited elderly community residents. The visits were usually undertaken in the autumn, hence the reference to “golden”, the colour of the trees at this time of the year. Over the following years this annual event has continually grown and the 21st century Goldengrove now involves local residents coming into the school for a social evening which includes a three course meal and refreshments prepared by the Parent Teacher and Friends Association (PTFA). The event, held in March, is very popular, particularly with those that are housebound. For many, Goldengrove has become a highlight of the year. The PTFA is supported by the students; many are actively involved in a variety of ways such as meeting and greeting the guests, waiting on tables and providing the musical entertainment. Goldengrove has become a local institution which is highly valued by both hosts and guests alike. 

