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To whom it may concern

The Learning Exchange (www.learning-exchange.org.uk) is an online network for the extended services community, which is made up of people in a variety of roles and based in local authorities, schools and voluntary organisations. These may include: 
extended services co-ordinators, study support co-ordinators, extended services school cluster managers, family learning officers, family support officers, teaching assistants, headteachers, governors – in fact, anyone who is involved in the development and delivery of services that assist schools to improve outcomes for children and families through the extended services strategy.

ContinYou, one of the UK's leading community learning organisations, moderates and hosts the site on behalf of the Department for Education. The site is England-based, but members from Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland, as well as other countries, can also join and share their experience of turning schools into learning and care hubs in their communities.  

The Learning Exchange offers its members the opportunity to network by using forums and blogging facilities, which enable them to work with other members to share good practice, case studies, ideas and views, as well as ask questions about extended services.  

Membership of the Learning Exchange is free and the site also offers its members an extensive library of guidance, tools, policy updates and case studies, plus regular news updates related to extended services. The site also offers links to various useful podcasts and videos that are relevant to extended services development work, some of which are on Teachers TV, TED Talks, BBC, and YouTube. Members also receive an e-newsletter each week updating them about key developments in extended services and on the website. The site now has almost 800 members.

Any professional networking website can only be as good as the activity and discourse among its members. ContinYou therefore requests that any of the staff in your organisation who are members of the Learning Exchange are enabled to access the site as a normal part of their daily work routines. 

If you need to ask any questions about the Learning Exchange, please do not hesitate to contact either Dawn Gilderoy, Policy & Delivery Manager (Schools & Child Poverty) at dawn.gilderoy@continyou.org.uk 
or Paddy O’Dea, Learning Exchange Manager at paddy.odea@continyou.org.uk.
Thank you for your co-operation and support.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Coventry (registered office)
Unit C1, Grovelands Court, Grovelands Estate, Longford Road, Exhall, Coventry CV7 9NE 
Telephone: 024 7658 8440 Fax: 024 7658 8441

London office
31-33 Bondway, Vauxhall, London SW8 1SJ 
Telephone: 020 7587 5080 Fax: 020 7735 4002 
[image: image2.jpg]