
Dear colleague

CHANGING SUPPORT ARRANGEMENTS FOR EXTENDED SERVICES
As you may be aware, support for developing extended services from the Training and Development Agency (TDA) ended in November.  As support from ContinYou and 4Children will continue through to the end of the financial year we wanted to outline the support offer which we can make.   
Ongoing support offer

Nationally the vast majority of schools, including academies and special schools, are offering access to extended services.   We pay tribute to the support that the TDA offered in enabling local authorities and schools in achieving this.  

Our focus to the end of the financial year is on working together with local authorities and school clusters to find ways of sustaining extended activities - particularly given that the Standards Fund elements of extended services funding form part of the Government’s baseline for schools revenue funding next financial year – but without being earmarked.  Therefore, your usual ContinYou and 4Children contacts will still provide support helping to build on and embed extended services supporting local community needs until the end of March 2011.  As lead partner, ContinYou’s support will focus on the Varied Menu of Activities, including study support, parenting support, community access and swift and easy access elements of extended services, while 4Children’s support will focus on childcare, including the wider responsibilities of local authorities around childcare However, as we know, these elements will often overlap and ContinYou and 4Children Regional Development Managers will work closely together to provide the most comprehensive support possible to you in these circumstances.  

Early years and childcare colleagues will be in the process of drawing together childcare sufficiency plans based on the findings of your authorities 2011 Childcare Sufficiency Assessment within the context of wider Child Poverty and Welfare to Work considerations.  4Children can assist and advise in enabling these plans to support the sustainability of access to childcare through schools.

Practitioners can also use ContinYou’s Learning Exchange on line website (www.learning-exchange.org.uk) to share knowledge and best practice evidence with other practitioners.  The 4Children website (www.4children.org.uk) also houses a number of helpful documents, particularly relating to Childcare.

The future of extended services through schools
As noted above, following the recent Spending Review, the amounts of extended services funding that are currently provided through the DfE’s Standards Fund (i.e. sustainability funding and the disadvantage subsidy) will form part of the overall schools revenue baseline from April 2011.  However, there will be no earmarking of specific amounts for extended services. The Department is giving schools freedom and flexibility across all their budgets so they can allocate funding in a way that best supports attainment and improved pupil outcomes.  This means that it is for schools to decide, in consultation with parents, staff and the local authority what extended activities to offer.  
We are happy to work with extended services colleagues as they consider how extended services provision in their areas might best contribute to local implementation of the reform programme for the schools system outlined in the recent Schools White Paper.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Rogers
Peter Rogers, Director of National Programmes, 4Children

Dawn Gilderoy
Dawn Gilderoy, National Extended Services Lead, ContinYou

