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Tips on running a successful family learning day

From Martyn Davies, Learning Exchange member, Hereford
1 Make it as big as you can afford.

2 Make it free – beg, steal and borrow money and resources from anywhere you can but make it free and give them a good experience. Families will come back for more and bring their friends - word of mouth is good! Also families may be prepared to pay something another time.

3 Encourage intergenerational groups. Grandparents and grandchildren are just as valuable as parents and children.

4 Allow people to come for just a morning or an afternoon as well as all day.

5 Run a crèche for the real youngsters - GCSE child development students may be able to help.

6 Have the canteen open, if you have one.

7 Get parents to book in before the event – families are more likely to turn up if they have booked than if you just tell them to turn up on the day. (The latter might sound as though you are not valuing the event as much.)
8 Have a feedback sheet and ask for comments - you can use those in your publicity next time.

9 We had lots of art workshops and some technology ones; parents asked for physical and musical workshops next time.

10 If in doubt, have a go - forget your comfort zone and go for it!
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