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Simon Bradley (ContinYou) started this forum to draw attention to a big issue for extended services in rural areas: transport. He mentioned that he’d worked as a drama teacher in a rural secondary school in south Herefordshire, where over 80 per cent of the young people were bussed in to school along a circuitous bus route. The end of drama classes always had to co-incide with the last bus departure – and transport for some children was always an issue. Car sharing was always an option. ‘At one point when I was able to offer low cost adult education, we had over 200 students enrolled accessing the site over three evenings per week. The service bus stopped at 8.00pm but classes often ran with people from south Herefordshire benefiting from wider learning.’

Dave Burley (ContinYou) agreed that accessing extended services in a rural area is a huge challenge and universally acknowledged. But, he pointed out that transport and access to extended services in urban areas can also be problematic.

‘While children and young people may only live a short distance from the provision, if it is not safe to attend, if children are afraid to leave home, if circumstances in their street are challenging, then access to activities is still a problem. I was involved recently in some working groups looking at rural development in Peterborough through the Greater Peterborough Partnership. I attended different workshops on transport, housing, environment and the common thread which came through these, regarding issues of all kinds, was: if transport is a problem for young people living in rural areas, then it's a problem for older adults and others. ... logic ... suggests that common approaches to common challenges across a rural setting is a part solution.

Jenny Hathaway (ContinYou) added to the discussion: ‘Perhaps one solution would be to take the club/service/activity to the community? While I agree that transport is a huge issue in rural areas, transport is also a problem in urban areas - some estates don't have services, some areas' [transport services] stop at 7pm, and to follow the [point] Dave Burley [was making], some forms of transport are not seen as safe – and not just for young people!

Jenny mentioned ‘integrated transport systems’ and wondered what had happened to them. She also mentioned that she’d heard of an authority where pupils have bus passes which they cannot use again once they have used them to return home – and she wondered if this is the case everywhere? If it is, then perhaps the disadvantaged subsidy could be used to help alleviate this issue? 

Paddy O’Dea (Moderator) suggested that forum members look at the summary about approaches which local authorities have already taken to solving rural transport issues at the TDA Rural Pathfinder project (The project can be found at this site: http://www.tda.gov.uk/remodelling/extendedschools/howtodeliveres/ruralaccess/rural.aspx ). 
She suggested that forum members might also like to look at www.a2binfo.net, which is a site that integrates the community transport information system by pulling together the three main players offering transport to communities:
· Rural transport partnerships

· Individual transport providers

· The community transport user
Paddy suggested that forum particpants also check the Commission for Integrated Transport website at http://www.cfit.gov.uk/ (bearing in mind, of course, that this is only an advisory body).

She commented: ‘As far as I can see from this website, the DfT published the latest version of its policy called Delivering a Sustainable Transport System in 2008. Among its stated goals, it wants to:

· contribute to better safety and health and longer life expectancy by reducing the risk of death, injury or illness arising from transport and by promoting travel modes that are beneficial to health; and

· promote greater equality of opportunity for all citizens, with the desired outcome of achieving a fairer society

both of which aims seem to cover what has been discussed in this forum.

She further commented: ‘It seems to me that, because there's such a variety of transport partnerships and arrangements across regions, the tasks of improving access to extended services for children and families in rural areas as well as making urban transport in deprived areas safer and more accessible, are issues that can only be solved at a local level. So extended service providers really do need to hook up with the transport people in their local authorities.'

She also suggested two useful articles about rural transport solutions from recent Schools ETC magazine issues – Countryside Alliances and Island Hopping, available at:  
http://www.learning-exchange.org.uk/learning-exchange/documents_library_pages/access_to_extended_services_in_rural_areas  

