£770,000 FOR SCHOOL UNIFORM GRANT IN 2009-10
Thousands of pupils across Wales who are about to start secondary school next week will receive financial help from the Welsh Assembly Government towards the cost of school uniform. 
The Education Minister, Jane Hutt, has made available £770, 000 in 2009 – 2010 to help families on low incomes with the purchase of school uniform for their children.  The funding will provide a grant of £100 to eligible families.
The all-Wales grant scheme was introduced in June 2005 to help with the costs of school uniform. The scheme is targeted at pupils entering secondary school as this is the time when parents face the biggest cost for school uniform in one go.
The grant is available to pupils entering Year 7 of secondary school in Wales who are eligible for free school meals, and to pupils in special schools, special needs resource base and pupil referral units in Wales who are aged 11 at the start of the school year and who are eligible for free school meals.
The Minister said: “Our school uniform grant will help many families when their children start secondary school. The financial pressures on many families have been even greater in the last year due to the economic downturn.  We strive to promote equality and we are committed to tackling child poverty and improving the life chances of our children and young people.
"The Assembly Government recognises that poverty impacts on children and young people in different ways.  We want all children and young people in Wales to have access to experiences and opportunities and not to be disadvantaged by poverty.
“Simple and cost effective measures like the School Uniform Grant, which ensure that all children can wear the correct uniform at school can improve the life chances of children and families from less well off backgrounds."
Leaflets publicising the scheme were distributed by the end of June 2009 to primary schools to be passed to the families of Year 6 pupils in maintained schools and relevant aged pupils in special schools, special needs resource bases and pupil referral units.  Leaflets were also provided to local authorities and Citizens Advice Bureaux across Wales to publicise the scheme.
Local authorities across Wales are continuing to administer the school uniform grant scheme on the Assembly Government’s behalf. Families of eligible pupils will need to apply to their local authority for the grant.
Notes
· Funding of £750,000 was provided in 2005-06 and 2006-07 for the grant scheme. This increased to £770,000 in 2007-08 and 2008-09 and is again available in 2009-10.
· Grant for eligible pupils was £85 in 2005-06,  £95 in 2006-07, £97.50 in 2007-08, £100 in 2008-09 and remains at £100 in 2009-10. The criteria for eligibility for the grant remains as for 2005-06.
· Local authorities continue to administer the grant on behalf of the Welsh Assembly Government.
· 13 local authorities in Wales currently offer their own grants/financial assistance towards the cost of school uniform which is provided to secondary school pupils only. The amount of grant offered varies from one authority to another, as does the eligibility criteria.
· A local authority provision, special needs resource bases are dedicated resource bases attached to mainstream schools which provide education for pupils with special educational needs. They are sometimes known as units.
Dan Embargo tan 00.01 Ddydd Llun 31 Awst 2009
£770,000 AR GYFER Y GRANT GWISG YSGOL YN 2009-10
Yr wythnos nesaf, bydd miloedd o ddisgyblion o bob rhan o Gymru sy’n dechrau yn yr ysgol uwchradd yn cael cymorth ariannol gan Lywodraeth Cynulliad Cymru i’w helpu i dalu am wisg ysgol.
Mae’r Gweinidog Addysg, Jane Hutt, wedi darparu £770,000 yn 2009 – 2010 er mwyn helpu teuluoedd sydd ar incwm isel i brynu gwisg ysgol i’w plant. Bydd y cyllid yn rhoi grant o £100 i’r teuluoedd sy’n gymwys.
Cyflwynwyd y cynllun grant trwy Gymru gyfan ym mis Mehefin 2005, i helpu gyda chostau gwisg ysgol. Mae’r cynllun wedi’i dargedu at ddisgyblion sy’n dechrau yn yr ysgol uwchradd, gan mai dyma’r adeg y bydd rhieni’n wynebu’r costau mwyaf wrth iddynt dalu am y wisg ysgol gyfan mewn un tro.
Mae’r grant ar gael i ddisgyblion yng Nghymru sy’n mynd i Flwyddyn 7 yn yr ysgol uwchradd ac sydd hefyd yn gymwys i gael cinio ysgol am ddim, yn ogystal â disgyblion ysgolion arbennig, lleoliadau ag adnoddau anghenion arbennig ac unedau cyfeirio disgyblion yng Nghymru sy’n 11 oed ar ddechrau’r flwyddyn ysgol ac yn gymwys i gael cinio ysgol am ddim.
  
Dywedodd y Gweinidog: “Bydd ein grant gwisg ysgol yn helpu llawer o deuluoedd wrth i’w plant ddechrau yn yr ysgol uwchradd. Mae’r pwysau ariannol ar lawer o deuluoedd wedi bod yn fwy nac erioed dros y flwyddyn ddiwethaf oherwydd y dirywiad economaidd. Rydym yn gwneud ein gorau glas i hyrwyddo cydraddoldeb ac wedi ymrwymo i fynd i’r afael â thlodi plant a gwella cyfleoedd bywyd ein plant a phobl ifanc.
"Mae Llywodraeth y Cynulliad yn cydnabod bod tlodi’n effeithio ar blant a phobl ifanc mewn gwahanol ffyrdd. Rydym am i’r holl blant a phobl ifanc yng Nghymru gael profiadau a chyfleoedd heb unrhyw anfantais oherwydd tlodi.
“Mae mesurau syml a chost-effeithiol megis y Grant Gwisg Ysgol, sy’n sicrhau bod pob plentyn yn cael y wisg ysgol gywir, yn gallu gwella cyfleoedd bywyd plant a theuluoedd llai cefnog.”
Dosbarthwyd taflenni cyhoeddusrwydd am y cynllun i ysgolion cynradd cyn diwedd Mehefin 2009, er mwyn iddynt eu trosglwyddo i deuluoedd disgyblion Blwyddyn 6 mewn ysgolion a gynhelir a disgyblion o’r oedran berthnasol mewn ysgolion arbennig, lleoliadau ag adnoddau anghenion arbennig ac unedau cyfeirio disgyblion. Rhoddwyd taflenni hefyd i awdurdodau lleol a Chanolfannau Cyngor ar Bopeth ar draws Cymru er mwyn rhoi cyhoeddusrwydd i’r cynllun.
Mae awdurdodau lleol ar draws Cymru’n parhau i weinyddu’r grant gwisg ysgol ar ran Llywodraeth y Cynulliad. Bydd angen i deuluoedd disgyblion cymwys wneud cais i’w hawdurdod lleol am y grant.
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