
Study Support: Raising Achievement
A School Improvement Tool

All examples are based on real case studies taken from Cumbrian and Liverpool City Schools
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Section 2
Study Support links to the primary and secondary strategies

Raise attainment in English, Maths and Science

“Study Support is a learning activity outside normal lessons in which young people take part in voluntarily. Study Support 
is, accordingly, an inclusive term, embracing many activities – with many names and guises. Its purpose is to improve 
young people’s motivation, build their self-esteem and to help them become more effective learners. Above all it aims to 
raise achievement.” 

A variety of Study Support clubs help children and young people to develop their achievement by providing 
opportunities to support the less able as well as challenging the more able.

Provide children and young people with a broad and rich curriculum that engages and excites

Study Support, including outdoor, creative, subject-based and physical activities, enables schools to build a broad and 
exciting range of learning opportunities. Children and young people choose to take part in the activities they enjoy.

Tailoring teaching to the needs of the individual learner

Study Support takes place in a relaxed environment and offers good opportunities to provide one to one support 
for personalised learning.

Engaging parents, carers and the wider community in supporting children and young people’s learning

Study Support activities that involve parents and partners in the community help broaden children and young people’s 
experiences. This complements the children’s centres and extended services agenda.

Giving schools the opportunity to drive their own improvement through networking and sharing 
best practice

Schools can collaborate with each other to give their children and young people a broader range of Study Support 
activities, through sharing expertise, resources and supporting inclusion.

Every Child Matters

Study Support can enable schools to address each of the fi ve Every Child Matters outcomes in an enjoyable and 
engaging way. Study Support is an invaluable tool that can help achieve objectives in the remodelling, workforce reform 
and children’s centres and extended services agendas through tackling many of the issues affecting young people. 

Section 2
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Section 3
How Study Support links to the Every Child Matters outcomes

Study Support activities contribute to the successful achievement of these fi ve outcomes by improving children’s and 
young people’s social skills, emotional well being, attitudes to learning, attendance at school and overall attainment.

Every Child Matters outcomes see children and young people who:

• Understand that Study Support activities are an important part of their health, 
 personal and social development.

• Understand that Study Support activities are an important part of their safety 
 on the roads, in the water etc.

• Are respectful and understanding of differences in people
• Are encouraged and made aware of the community cohesion agenda through 

 a programme of Study Support. 

• Are committed to learning and make it a central part of their lives
• Know and understand what they are trying to achieve and how to go about doing it
• Have the confi dence to get involved in Study Support activities
• Show a desire to improve and achieve in relation to their own abilities
• Enjoy learning. 

• Voluntarily participate in a range of activities that could be creative, challenging 
and enterprising to individuals and be part of a team or group

• Are responsible and respectful, making appropriate choices about their own 
and others’ learning

• Show resilience and determination to keep going. 

• Are developing the skills and abilities to be lifelong learners.

Being Healthy

Stay safe

Enjoy & Achieve

Achieve economic 
well-being

Make a positive 
contribution

Section 3
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School improvement issue
• Boys’ underperformance

• Gender imbalance, disaffection of boys’ leading to lack of engagement in learning

Evaluation strategy
• Monitoring behaviour and positive attitude 

to learning in the classroom

• Tracking pupils’ academic progress

• Monitoring attendance

• Observation of boys’ behaviour 

Success criteria
• Regular attendance at club

• An improvement in behaviour, motivation 
and achievements in learning

How are we going to achieve it?
• Identify/target the young people 

• Establish a robotics club with curriculum links 
eg. maths, science and design technology

• Provide access to motivational resources 
eg. robotic kits

• Recruit staff drawing on a range of partners

• Audit targeted group re interests and develop 
further provision and personalised provision

What are we trying to achieve?
• Improvement in behaviour

• Motivation to learn

• That learning is fun

• Good attendance

• Improved performance

• Personalised learning

Examples of good practice

4.6 Boys’ Underperformance

Section 4
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Enjoy & Achieve
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School improvement issue
• To develop young people’s social skills and the ability to work collaboratively 

Evaluation strategy
• Observation of young people’s behaviour 

and learning strategies

• Peer and self assessment of behaviour and 
effectiveness of collaborative learning

Success criteria
• Children and young people able to learn 

collaboratively 

• Improved behaviour in lessons and team 
activities 

• Respect is shared

How are we going to achieve it?
• Identify/target young people

• Through residential opportunities 
eg. orienteering

• Through outward bound team games

• Through activities which promote social skills

What are we trying to achieve?
• Children and young people to be able to work 

effectively in lessons

• Improved attitudes to behaviour

• The ability to work collaboratively in small 
and large groups

• Children and young people to be able to 
respect each other

Examples of good practice

4.7 Working Collaboratively

Make a positive 
contribution

Enjoy & Achieve

Section 4



16

School improvement issue
• Problem solving in mathematics 

Evaluation strategy
• Evidence that there is increased pupil 

enjoyment and commitment to learning

• Assessment of mathematical attainment

Success criteria
• Raised confi dence and self esteem in 

mathematics

• Achieve improved mathematical attainment

What are we trying to achieve?
• Raise standards and levels of achievement in 

mathematics 

• Develop problem solving strategies and skills

• Develop confi dence in mathematics

How are we going to achieve it?
• Identify/target the young people

• Establish a games club which is fun, 
stimulating and hands-on

• Audit and purchase appropriate 
mathematical resources

• Work with the school’s maths curriculum 
leader

Examples of good practice

4.8 Problem-Solving in Maths

Section 4

Enjoy & AchieveAchieve economic 
well-being
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School improvement issue
• To develop children and young people’s understanding of how to achieve economic well being through enterprise 

activities 

How are we going to achieve it?
• Identify/target the young people 

• Establish Young Entrepreneurs in Action 
after school clubs

• Young people establish own business 
company, take on job roles, write business 
plan, research resources, fi nances and 
customer demand, market a new product, 
take risks, advertise, sell for possible profi t

• Young people acting as peer mentors 

• Enhance curriculum by adding opportunities 
for children to learn about work

• Link to real world of business and community 
sectors by placements, visits and exchanges

What are we trying to achieve?
• Promote and develop entrepreneurial skills 

• Develop individual and group innovation, 
creativity, risk management, responsibilities 
and understanding of business practice

• Better understanding of the world of work 
and help raise aspirations

• Promote teamwork

• Prepare children and young people for adult 
life and contribute to their economic well-
being

• Develop confi dence and positive attitudes

Evaluation strategy
• Project sustained showing enterprise skills 

are transferred to other curriculum areas

• Product is designed, produced, marketed 
and sold. (Possible Dragons Den event with 
competition between schools)

• Young people’s self evaluation of learning 
and motivation

Success criteria
• Experiences broadened; young people 

equipped with transferable skills for life 
long learning

• Raised inspiration, motivation and 
enthusiasm 

• Young people more economically aware

• Young people take ownership of learning, 
become more confi dent and teamwork 
is enhanced

Examples of good practice

4.9 Enterprise Activities

Achieve economic 
well-being

Make a positive 
contribution

Enjoy & Achieve

Section 4



18

Evaluation strategy
• Evidence a variety of high quality learning 

experiences outside the classroom 
environment

• Evidence of young people’s increased 
participation including shaping their 
local community

Success criteria
• More awareness and respect for local 

community

• Children and young people take ownership 
of project with positive values

• More knowledgeable about nature in local 
environment 

How are we going to achieve it?
• Identify/target the young people

• Establish an environmental club

• Develop a youth forum with equal decision 
makers eg. links with parish council, 
neighbourhood forums, local planning 
groups, young people’s forum and 
regeneration groups.

What are we trying to achieve?
• Respect for the environment

• Understanding and value of nature

• Develop a pride and an ownership of the 
project

• Develop a positive contribution to the 
community

• Promote community cohesion 

School improvement issue
• To create learning opportunities outside the classroom for children and young people

Examples of good practice

4.10 Opportunities

Section 4
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Enjoy & Achieve
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Section 5
Useful Documents

The Study Support National Framework 
Available from the DCSF ref: 03859-2006BKT-EN
(see related documents and websites)

The Study Support Code of Practice – DCSF

Quality in Study Support - QISS

School Improvement Planning Framework - TDA

Curriculum Co-Development Toolkit – QCA

Every Child Matters: Change for Children

Excellence and Enjoyment: A Strategy for Primary Schools - DCSF

National Secondary Strategy - DCSF

Websites
Extensive resources are available to download from the Teachernet website:

www.teachernet.gov.uk

Toolkits, case studies and other resources can be found on the TDA and Continyou websites:

www.tda.gov.uk
www.continyou.org.uk

Websites for the most up to date information:

www.standards.dcsf.gov.uk
www.homeoffi ce.gov.uk
www.ofsted.gov.uk
www.everychildmatters.gov.uk
www.qca.org.uk

Quality in Study Support (QISS)

www.qiss.org.uk

Section 5
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• to produce guidance notes to illustrate how Study Support contributes to raising standards and the fi ve Every 
Child Matters outcomes.
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